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AN 


ADDRESS 


CITIZENS OF LONDON. 


— . ẽ,he eee 


Gentlemen, 


IT is for your sakes especially that I 
address myself on this particular subject. 

The late failures of some eminent citizens, 
have occasioned me to take this matter in hand, and 
to consider it as thoroughly as I could within the 
compass of a sermon. I do it on no other motive 
whatever, than the hopes of being somewhat ser- 
viceable by it, to a people who are, generally speak- 

ing, an example to the trading part of the three 
kingdoms, and therefore ought to be a good one. 


The relation which I bear in this city, is but to 
one or two parishes, but my good-will and good- 
wishes extend to all! And what I have said in this 
discourse, is equally applicable to all, and may, if 
it please God, be equally as useſul; and truly, al- 


VI. 
most every year ( nay, I had almost said, every 


month or week,) is made so remarkable by fai- 
lures in points of honesty and justice, prudence and 


frugality, that it is impossible for. a sermon of 


this kind to be long unseasonable, if ever. 


Tam well assured that you will all agree that I 


lures, and consequently of the great injustice and 

_ evils which accompany and follow them, namely, 
« The living above and beyond your true abilities!” And 
therefore you will not want to be told, that it is in 
all your powers in a great measure to prevent them, 
hy becoming (what is the true and proper charac- 
ter of citizens, ) a sober, ſrugal, diligent and care- 
ful people: And that this advice may the better be- 
come me, I must also add, that without your being 
so, you will find it extremely hard to be either just, 
honest, or religious. 


I may want an apology for aught I know, with 


some people ſor thinking that such a discourse as 


this may do any good among you; but I do not at 
all distrust, that this (by the grace of God,) may 


have a good effect upon many, who are very deep- 


ly concerned in it one way or other, if they will 


but seriously read it, and carefully consider and 
practice it! And in this hope I leave it (under the 
Divine Blessing,) with you. 


have assigned the true cause of most of these ſai- 
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II. KINGS, tv. 7. 


Then slie came and told the Man of God: A nd 
he said, Go sell the: Oily and pay thy Debt, 
and liue thou and thy Children of the rest. 


. ain from the words of the 
text which I have now delivered to you, 


is, to lay before your serious consideration, 
an affair which happens too often in great 
places, and indeed throughout the kingdom 
in general, of as much Injustice as Folly, and 
very often to the ruin of many others, as well 
as the persons themselves! I mean the affair 


of Bankruptry,- or e in other mee” 89 
debts : : | 
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I have been strongly inclined to consider 
this subject from some very late transactions 
that have happened among us, not only 
to the astonishment of this great city and the 
kingdom in general, but also to other king- 
doms, and to the almost total ruin and 
distress of (perhaps) thousands of honest 
and well-meaning people! Were such men 
who can go on (without feeling for them- 
selves and families) in this monstrous course 


of iniquity, only to suffer for it themselves, 
their punishment is just. 


' © 4 


In short, the extravagance, luxury, and 
corruption that forcibly prevail in these 
days, put men'on grasping at riches by the 
most sudden and unjustifiable means! They 
plunge headlong into engagements immense, | 
distant, and dangerous, starting without pro- 
perty, and gaining too much confidence, 
they risk nothing, and if the golden fleece 
is not obtained, their comfort is, That 
they have lost nothing. but their credit, 72 
and every one (nay even themselves) must 
reflect with astonishment how they ever 
procured it. They live according to their, 
nominal, not real income. 


SERMON. 9 
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But before I proceed any further, it will 
be very proper and necessary for me to assure 
you of one thing, for my own justification, 
as well as your satisfaction, and that is, that 
far be it from me, even in thought, to preach 
this discourse against any particular person 
or persons in this congregation ; for as I am 
a stranger amongst you, it would be doing 
me great injustice to suppose me capable of 
o much imprudenceand incivility ! For if we 
consider the true end and design of preach- 
ing to be that, which it undoubtedly is, 
The reforming our congregations by our own 
good lives and doctrine, we shall certainly 
find it the best way to do this, is by preach- 
ing in general, and not to any one in parti- 
cular: For by so doing, you defeat the very 
end and design proposed. There is no one 
would like to be the object of whisperings, 
even in private company, much less to be 
pointed at ina public congregation ! So that, 
you see, if you would harden a man in his 
sins and confirm him in his vices and follies, 
point at him in public, and you will be sure 
to do it; but if you would reclaim him from 
them, and gave d soul from death,” the best, 
and indeed, only way possible to do it, is, to 

95 
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take all convenient opportu nities with him 
in private, and there you shew the man, the 
pos the friend, and christian. 


I honed have said enough, without being 
further tedious, to clear myself from the 
least suspicion of this sort; and as ye are 
citizens of the greatest city, perhaps, this 
day upon the face of the earth, so it would 
give me no small pleasure and happiness to 
find, that a discourse on this very uncom- 
mon and extraordinary subject, may through 
the grace of God, make you all as eminent 
for real honor, religion and virtue! 


To proceed now to consider the words 
of the text: =” 


When Eljah the prophet was removed 
from hence to heaven, his servant Elisha 
who had always ministered to him (as Joshua 
did to Moses,) succeeded him in that high 
office, and became as his master had been 
before him, the head of the prophets. 


The schools of the prophets were in those 
days, the seminaries of religion and learn- 


— — — — 


ing, where such as were — were bred 
up in common, in the knowledge and ser- 
vice of the true God (in opposition to the 
idols set up by Jeroboam,) under the care 
and instruction of wise and rej gious mas- 
ters, who sent them out as they saw occa- 
sion, to convert such as had fallen off, or 
confirm such as continued in the way of 
truth; and to deliver such revelation of God's 
will, as he was pleased at any time to make 
to them. Here they lived with great frugality 
and simplicity. Of this school of the Pro- 
phets, lisha was now the head and gover- 
nor; and to him there came à certain wo- 
man with a grievous account: © That her 
husband, who was one of the sons of the 
prophets, and feared the Lord, (1. e. that 
worshipped the true God and not the idol 
Baal) was lately dead, and had left her with 
her children, very destitute and poor, and 
what was still worse, charged with a debt 
which she knew not how to pay; that het 
ereditor bore exceeding hard upon her, 
and finding her worth little or nothing in 
substance, was coming to demand her two 
Sons (as he might do at that time by law or 

custom, 90 to be his dondmen or Servants, 
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take all convenient opportunities with him 


in private, and there you shew the man, the 


n the friend, and christian. 


I heed have said enough, without being 


further tedious, to clear myself from the 
least suspicion of this sort; and as ye are 
citizens of the greatest city, perhaps, this 
day upon the face of the earth, so it would 
give me no small pleasure and happiness to 
find, that a discourse on this very uncom- 
mon and extraordinary subject, may through 


the grace of God, make you all as eminent 


for real honor, religion and virtue! 


To proceed now to consider the words 


' 


of the text: =» 


When Elijah the prophet was removed 


from hence to heaven, his servant Elisha 


who had always ministered to him (as Joshua 
did to Moses,) succeeded him in that high 


office, and became as his master had been 


before him, the head of the prophets. 


The schools of the prophets were in those 


days, the seminaries of religion and learn- 


A 


FLY 


SERMON. | 11 


ing, where such as were disposed, were bred 
up in common, in the knowledge and ser- 
vice of the true God (in opposition to the 
idols Set up by Jeroboam ) under the care 
and instruction of wise and religious mas- 
ters, who sent them out as they saw occa- 
sion, to convert such as had fallen off, ot 
confirm such as continued in the way of 
truth; and to deliver such revelation of God's 
will, as he was pleased at any time to make 
to them. Here they lived with great frugality 
and simplicity. Of this school of the pro- 
phets, Elisha was now the head and gover- 
nor; and to him there came a certain wo- 
man with a grievous account: © That her 
husband, who was one of the sons of the 
prophets, and feared the Lord, (1. e. that 
worshipped the true God and not the idol 
Baal) was lately-dead; and had left her with 
her children, very destitute and poor, and 
what was still worse, charged with a debt 
which she knew not how to pay; that her 
ereditor bore exceeding hard upon her, 
and finding her worth little or nothing in 
substance, was coming to demand her two 
sons (as he might do at chat time by law or 
| CORE: to be his bondmen or Servants,— 
IO 
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at least to keep them in his service until they 
had worked out the father's debt, and sa- 
tisfied his claim; so that she had not only 
lost her husband, which was grievous 
enough, but also should now be bereaved of 
her children, who were the support and 
comfort of her life, and lose them also to a 
wy on and cruel egy" 12. 

For v we e may — auppose that "al crials 
tor, who would take that ri igid advantage 
which the law gave him, was not at all like- 
ly to deal mercifully with them, which to a 
widow mother, must needs bea considera- 
tion ene 9900 SQITOW 2 1 tl 4, 


To this poor! ank afflieted woman, „ the 
prophet (moved of God,) replied to her, 
hat shall. I do fon, thee? Tell me what thou 
hast in the house; i. e. What is there that 
thou canst raise towards the discharge of 
thy husband's debt. —Surely there is no 
greater act of kindness, than to assist the 
widow and fatherless in their distress! 


wn —— ä — . — J —ꝛ * * 
1 — — - - — - 
. * 


To this question of the prophet's, the 
1 woman immediately answered, Tat she had 
nothing in the world: but @ pot oil; upon 


SERMON, 13 
which he bids her borrow as many empty 


vessels as she could of her neighbours,” and 
when she had done that, to shut her door 
upon herself and sons, that she might not be 
disturbed by company, (whose curiosity 
might possibly bring them to see what she 
could do with all those empty vessels) and 
then should fill them all, from her own pot, 
which should never fail running as long as 
_— was * Ness bert to hold it. 


The woman was ra and Strong 933 
faith, and knowing the power of God to be 
beyond all bounds and measure, and that 
the spirit of Elijah rested on Elisha, obeyed 
his orders, and found every thing answer- 
able to what she expected; and when she 
found her treasure at an end, she came again 
to the prophet and told him all that had 
happened, expecting further directions from 
him; upon which, he says in the words of 
the text, Go, sell the oil, and with tlie ano- 
ney pay thay debt, a live thou and thy chil. 
dren of the reit. 


Ou, was a * in \thoze: gg of great 
use both in the service of God and man: 
And it is said, v. 38, of this chap. * That 


SERMON 

— 
there was d dearth in the land; 1 e. great 
want of provisions; which would, perhaps, 
raise the price of this poor woman's new 
possession; and as she was to pay her debt 
with part of what arose from the sale of the 
oil, and to live upon the rest, it is not un- 
likely she made considerable advantage by 
it, but this is not material; it would, indeed, 
the better shew her, how great in goodness 
and mercy God had been to her! But the 
proper use that we at this distance, should 
make of these words, will be to consider, 
that when God had worked this astonishing 
miracle, the prophet, most certainly by 
Divine direction, bids her dispose of the 
money, arising from the sale of his mercy, 
First, -To the payment of her debt, and 


Secondly, To the maintenance of Hegel | 


| m children. 


it she must pay her debt, . Go sell the 
oil, and pay they debt :” The debt; it seems, was 
contracted by her late husband, but by law, 
it became her's or her childrens', as we see 
by her distress! This, I fear, is a thing 
which too many husbands, in these days,'do 
not consider ! * not TY leave their 


SERMON. 15 
— — — —  —__—_ 
families and relations destitute, but so op- 


prest with debts as to endanger their liberty, 
or cruelly perplex them all their life- time! 
This, indeed, may sometimes happen, not- 
withstanding all the care that a wife or rela- 
tion can take to prevent it: But it happens 
so often, that there must be either unpardon- 
able neghgence or some injustice at the 
bottom! 


Surely it would be far better for a man to 
make much less provision for a wife and 
family, but to leave it clear and disentangled, 
than only with the reputation of so much 
wealth, clogged with debts and incum- 
brances, which they know not how to ma- 


nage! 


Ihe particular and extraordinary case 
here in this chapter of which the text is a 
part, is equally as remarkable for the great 
love and regard which God bears to justice, 
as well as working a miracle: For the very 
first use, we see, to which his favor was to 
be put, was, That sſ ie should pay her hus- 
band's deht: The like thing seems to have 
been done again by the same prophet Elisha, 


2 
— — — 
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in the VIth. chap. when he caused the iron 
to swim, against its natural force, because the 
poor man, from whose hands it slipped, 
cryed out to him, Alas, master, for it wus 
borraved ! And whatever other uses might 
be intended and made of these two miracles, 
yet the recommending justice and the dis- 
charge of our debts, is such an use of them, 
as no honest man can possibly avoid 
making. | 


But I never. knew any man wanted an 
argument to convince him of the justice of 
paying his debts, although he never paid 
them: The very owning them to be debts, 
is acknowledging them to be due and owing 
to our creditors: And what is owing to 
another man, 1s most certainly none of .our 
own, and therefore we are not lawfully pos- 
sessors of it, whilst another man suffers by 
the want of it; but too many, in these days, 
satisfy themselves, as to justice, with either 
their not being able entirely, or, not at pre- 
sent, to pay their debts, together with a 
secret purpose of doing it when they are 
able, or a reserve of hopes in meeting with 
a more favorable opportunity of doing it. 


SERMON, 17 
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Indeed the reasonableness of doing justice 
and paying our debts, is so settled in most 
people's hearts, that few in the world can 
stand out in utter dehance of it, and so are 
willing to impose upon themselves the same 
excuses they make to others, in order to be 
somewhat at ease within as well as without, 
from the reproaches of conscience, as well 
as the solicitations of creditors: 


Obseroation.—You will say, perhaps, 
That no great matters can be carried on 
without a great stock: No extraordinary 
advantages without some great hazard ; and 
therefore, men must use other people's mo- 


ney and credit, because their own is not 
sufficient.“ 


Answver.—This is too often the case: But 
1 do not see, how it is consistent with 
honesty or prudence, for what have you to 
do to aim at matters so far above your own 
sufficiency to carry on, and for extraordi- 
nary advantages at other people's cost, who, 
if you succeed, are to have no share with 
you, and if you do not, are sure to be un- 
done! Let all the venture and hazard be 

C 


vour own, as you invind the advantage ts be 
S0: Ruin your (own wife and children, if 
you ban find in your heart to do it, but let 
not the cries of other people fall upon you! 
It is, too often, I fear, this Hastening to be 
rich, and endeavouring to make great for- 
tunes in a little time by immoderate and 
excessive gains, that makes a few men be- 
come the ruin of many families, and con- 
tract such great debts, that it is much easier 
to resolve never to pay any, than to think of 
Satisfying all: And eat we see is Wy 
the conclusion. A 0: 


Ding oe Jaun 2. | 
I own, that one may easily talk unskil- 
fully in matters of trade, but I cannot see 
with what honesty and justice one man can 
venture another's wealth beyond what he is 
reasonably able to answer, supposing a mis- 
carriage, allowing for the common accidents 
of trade; because if he fails, he knows he 
cannot do that man justice, and so venturces 
an injustice, which is more than a good man 
would do, although he may not actually in- 
tend it. Our forefathers gained their wealth 
with more certainty by taking more time 
for it: Accordingly their estates were the 


Br SERMON; | 19 
better fr it, and continued much longer in 
their families; but in these days, men seem 
vastly rit hall on a sudden, set up for great- 
ness presently, and live; profusedly; and in a 
little time sink unaccountably, and carry 
those that were concerned with them . 
to the bottom! den 21409 1091 
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It is this way of living in so extravagant 
atmatiner; and so much above their station, 
which is another great cause of so much in- 
justice! Men will appear much richer than - 
they really are, by all the outward marks of 
wealtliz great houses in town and country, 
luxurious tables, multitude of servants; with 
furniture and equipage to admiration, in 
order to get such credit as may enable them 


(they think) to be =_ as rich as they 


* 
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nden mis; Aikhidnest* aN 1 
theirs sometimes succeeds. Ihe reputation 
of wealth, has sometimes been the means of 

getting it: Thus the shadow has drawn on 

the substance. But this is too great a 

hazard for a honest man to run, if others are 

hurt * it, supposing ai accident: And 
C2 
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too great for a prudent man, if he only 
should suffer by it. Thus again, the ap- 


pearance of not wanting, is made the very 
means of supplying their wants; which 
answers their base and iniquitous design, 
and that is to live shamefully and eee 
at other people's cost. Mö 1 51 


This way of living, therefore, above our 
income and condition, is most 5 to 
n 623-419 Hon zi Bitte 

0 Nonne beginners in 8 . un too 
a warned against this sort of ill-hus- 


bandry, which is sure to betray them insen- 


ann into n nne Nitrit 


« 2 " * * 


A ka and a W way 68 life, will 
undoubtedly, be the best for them in all re- 
spects, for many years, at least, till they 


have overcome all difficulties, and find them- 


selves easy in their circumstances. But 


young tradesmen, in these days, begin with 


living in such a manner, as their masters 


before them generally left off: The con- 
sequence of which is, that they almost end 
with their beginning, or linger out a few 
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years; in a constant and visible decay! They 
do not consider, that, together with money, 
all things else are changed: And so, a 
greater sum now, is but equal to a less fifty 
or sixty years ago, and therefore, industry; 
sobriety, and good husbandry, is as neces- 
sary to improve their larger stock, as their 
masters used to improve their smaller one: 
and indeed, without them, no stock can be 
sufficient. 


Care, sobriety, and good husbandry, are 
so much the qualities of a good citizen, “ s 
necessary to thriving in the world, the oc - 
casions of so many good things, and the 
preventors of so many bad ones, that I need 
only mention them. Let not then, your 
table, furniture, wife, or children, carry you 
benen what you can benni afford! 


The a tatling of an idle Een 
bourhood, may say, perhaps, that you are a 
poor man, and worth but little; but you 
can tell them, that you are honest, and what 
little amy e. is your own: And only 


1 
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judge which will give you the most satisfac- 
tion, to be thought only a substantial man 


by others, or to know yourself a man of 


honesty and justice? For it is much better 
to be thought to live below your circum- 
stances, than to know ybu live above what 
you can honestly afford; for that expense 
is not ydur's, but somebody's else. 
99 n 5032 on mech echte, noobert hett 
A man's reputation is much over valued, 
when it is at the expense of his honesty; 
and no dignity of office or station in life, is 
to bo kept up at the expense of justice; for 
otherwise, one part of the neighbeurhood, 
and very justly to, despises à man's vanity, 
and: the other laughs ut his ue 
tending to make such a she wii! Wo 


Fre . 4 F 18 "a 11 : F 
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What 1 have said already, We ee | 
from the consideration of the prophets 
direction to the poor widow, here in the 
text; and therefore, the readiest way to pre- 
serve our honesty, and keep us from this 
piece of injustice, will be, to take all pru- 
dent courses, not to contract such debts, as 
we can scarce hope we shall be able to dis- 
charge. There is one use more of this ex- 
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ample here in the text, highly necessary to 
be mentioned, which is, that if it should 
eber please God to enable people, by some 
prosperous turns in life to pay their own 
debts, or of their husbands' or fathers', 
honestly contracted, they should be sure to do 
it: And though they may, in their distress, 
have made their compositions with their 
creditors, and are acquitted by the law, yet, 
in conscience, they should think themselves 
debtors still, till all are satisfied. For a man 
must know himself a debtor, even was he to 
give no bond or note; and this he knows is 
the case, when they are given, but lost or 
burnt, and no proof remaining of the debt: 
A court of justice cannot relieve the creditor, 
but the debtor knows he is a debtor still: 
His obligation arises from his sense of jus- 
tice, and his conscience of having borrowed, 
but not paid; from which, he knows no- 
thing gan acquit him but either his payment, 
or the creditor's free release of his debt. 
You have a famous instance of this sort, 
still living amongst you, and I only just 
mention him for his uncommon justice and 
generosity; An act, that does him much 
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. oro 
chief magistrate of this great. 'and wealthy 


city! Nay, even the King himself could 


not have done him so great an honor, by 
neee aan 
The other part of the mebalat! 8 F 
ons, is, And live thou and thy children of 
the rest: What the debt was, does not ap- 
pear, nor is it material; but, whatever it 
was, it was first to be discharged, and then 
the rest was at her service. She might not 
dispose of the whole, even to her own use 
and service, much less to another's, but 
must stay to see what was her own, which 
could not be done till the debt was dis- 
charged; for the debt was her creditor's, 
and could not be reckoned in. She could 
call nothing her own, but what remained to 
her after the debt was paid; then she was 
free to use the rest. For no one can pretend 
to say, that what they have borrowed, is 
their own ; and no one can reckon himself 
worth a thousand pounds, though he has it 
by him, who, at the same time owes five 
hundred pounds of it. He and his family, 
therefore, must not hve upon that thousand 
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— but the half of, itonly; 1's and if he 
lives upon the whole, D upon his 
creditors. a ALLY 11 


The way by which the poor woman here 
in the text, was enabled to pay her debt, 
was, indeed, most extraordinary and mira- 
culous: But the disposal of the treasure, 
when she was enabled, is just what every 
man's own reason and conscience will tell 
him: First, Be just to others, and then, do 
what you can for yourself; for then we 
know, that the rest is truly ours, when 
nobody else has any claim or title to it, and 
not till then; for otherwise, we eat and 
drink at other people's tables, and sleep at 
other people's houses, though we may fool- 
ishly fancy ourselves at home: And yet this 
zs truly the case with us, where we owe 
een we W "_ 02 112632 


1 C344 593 n 


| 9 mates I 2 Pry to ak wh 
ang in the text, and the justice and 
reason of it to, do our debtors in these 
days advise and practice; Their rule is 
contrary to the prophet's directions: For 


too many of them 17 say, go, and be sure 
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to live thou and thy farnily in the first 


place, and let your creditors — what 
they can. 


Nay, as again, I fear are so ex- 


ceedingly iniquitous and unjust, that when 
they know they are undone, and in a; little 


time the world must know it, yet still 
they will go on borrowing; pretending as 
they say, to support their miserable fami- 
les! Miserable indeed, that are to be sup- 
ported by such robberies! ILwish I could 


giut᷑ it a softer term: — for neither violence 
upon the highways, nor breaking houses 


open, can have half the wickedness in 


thenpz- 6s duch e Arg have! 0 - 


10001 Fama Hu 0 Aich 2 18 

i Dungeons. ane aw with, bread and 
— for such people, and not 
such soft confinements, 1 in these days, as the 


law allows them; nay, even encourages 


them to spend their creditors _ and 
be. ee geg od) ui Acc 
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Keen people Had gdb a true vompas- | 
taken; but balfcthe: care they" owed. thew; 
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SERMON, 


in wise and honest cohrses, they would 
never have wanted a provision so odious 
as this, which will rather bring down 
Ger s anger e eee . his Freie f 
1 wg ava er 9431 
ard © Y-1 2017 el 21 „Durban 
But if any bam wiſe 4 childven 
must be distressed; why not your own?=— 
Who, chougk they sy“ bo- innbcent and 
good themselves, yet have, by their relation 
to you, much more reason to suffer with you, 
mw wo one 1150 that trusted e. 
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Why! must uur children ue your avail 
tors* heirs; in spite of their teeth, and in- 
herit, as from them, such fortunes as they 
could not posibly have from you? And 
such, perhaps, as those creditors could 
not afford to give their own children 
Live you and your children on your -own 
only ; and leave to others and their child- 
ren, what is theirs: For they can neither 
want it, nor you keep it, with justice and 
TO 


Trey 6.1 * Py of 
Ef 3 


And, theroford; since this: prison i itsel, 


"which is the legal punishment for debt, 
5 2 


SERMON: 


allows u us- life, and must provide for the 
maintaining it, those, who by their follies and 
extravagance, have brought themselves to 
such an odious and disagreeable place, 
should, by all means, remember to do one 
thing, as indeed, it is the only thing they 
can do, and, that is, to live as sparingly 
and frugally as possible; that they may 
thereby do the less injury to their cre- 
ditors, and be the sooner able to do them 
justice. | 


Ease and conveniencies, and much less 
any superfluities, by no means belong to 
those, who cannot furnish even necessa- 
| ries: out of their own ! They must bear 
| their own. burden, and those hardships, 
[ which either the providence of God, 
| their own carelessness and folly, or their 
extravagance and injustice have brought 
upon them; and their own wives and 
| families must share pot fortune with 
1! | tom. 194 i | 


= Before I conclude, it may not be amiss 
to put creditors in mind of one thing! 
is To shew as much patience and forbear- 


Ts SERMON. 29 
— 
ance as their respective cases require, as 
they will find it not only a point of wis- 
dom and prudence, but also of goodness 
and humanity, to consider it? — Always 
remembering our blessed Lord's most ex- 
cellent words, ** Be ye also merciful, even as 
your Father which is in heaven is merciful 1” 
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Sin STEPHEN EVANCE, Knight, 

late an eminent banker, in Lombard-street, al- 
though a very discreet, and frugal man himself; 
| supposed to be worth, at Jeast, one hundred thousand 
pounds, yet had the mis WS. about the 
latter end of | = 1 NS $77: 7 _ indis- 


" cnn Mans WF. AE Harks, a Ms STEPHEN | 
immediately retired from the world; but not 
having on © The armour of God” and christian 
philosophy, as 2 breast-plate to repel the fiery 
darts of the wicked-one, he (most unfortunately ! ) 
gave way to his dreadful suggestions, by laying 
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Sm STEPHEN EVANCE, Knight, 
late an eminent banker, in Lombard-street, al- 

though a very discreet, and frugal man himself; 
| supposed to be worth, at least, one hundred thousand 
pounds, yet had them! Nil. about the 
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latter end of 


deen ener by the indis- 
eretion (if not Worse j of + two -jobbing part- 


ners, Messrs. Hrs and HALESs.— Sir STEPHEN 
immediately retired from the world; but not 
having on * The armour of God,” and christian 
philosophy, as a breast-plate to repel the fiery 
darts of the wicked-one, he (most unfortunately ! ) 
gave way to his dreadful suggestions, by laying 
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violent hands upon himselſ! His estate, however, 
produced a sufficiency to pay all his creditors. or 
 their-reprecentatives, the full of their principal 
debts, together with interest. The latter of the 
two of his partners, (Mr. Hats) stood, it scems, 
afterwards i in the Peer for Forgery, opposite to 

Mr. Hchre d, boner in in Fleet- Kreet; and 8 se- 
verely treated by the populace, as to die in New- 
gate, about a fortnight after; and it was this which 
caused the Act to be passed. making the crime of 


__ forgery to be capital. 
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